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CALIFORNIA, a Califorria corporation, on behalf of the Oral History Program
at the UCLA campug, hereinafter called "University," and DOUGLAS YEE having
an addregs at University of Texas Health Science Center, Department of
Medicine/Oncology, 7703 Floyd Curl Drive, San Antonio, Texas, 78284-7884,
hereinafter called "Interviawee."

Interviewee agrees to participate in a series of University-conducted
tape-recorded interviews, commencing on or about August 23, 1995, and
tentatively entitled "Interview with Douglas Yee". This Agreement relates-

to any

and all materials originating from the interviews, namely the tape

recordings of the interviews and a written manuscript prepared from the

tapes,

hereinafter collectively called "the Work."

In consideration of the mutual covenants, conditions, and terms set
forth below, the parties hereto hereby agree as follows:

1.

Interviewee irrevocably assigns to University all his copyright,
title and interest in and to the Work. This assignment applies
to University, its successors, and assigns, for and during the
existence of the copyright and all renewals and extensions

therecf.

By virtue of this assignment, University will have the right to
use the Work for any research, educational, or other purpose that
University may deem appropriate, except for commercial
applications.

University agrees to forward to Interviewee for written approval
any requests received by University from any party for permigssicn
to quote from the Work, for the pericd of the Interviewee's
lifetime. After such time, University will have the sole right
to grant or refuse such regquests.

Interviewee acknowledges that he will receive no remuneration or
compensation for his participation in the interviews or for the
rights assigned hereunder. :

Interviewee will receive from University, free of charge, cone
bound copy of the typewritten manuscript of the interviews.

To insure against substantive error or misgquotation, Interviewee
will have the right to review the manuscript before it is put
into final form. University theréfore will send Interviewee &
copy of the edited transcript for review and comment.
Interviewese will return transcript and comments to University
within 30 days of receipt of the transcript. In the event that
Interviewee does not respond within 30 days, University will
assume that Interviewee has given full approval of the
transcript.



7. All notices and other official correspondence concerning this
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Office of Research Administration
Univergity of California, Logs Angeles
P.O. Box 951406

Los Angeles, California 90095-1406

Attention: Ms. Carli V. Rogers
Copyright Officer

Douglas Yee

University of Texas Health Science Center
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7703 Flovd Curl Drive

San Antonico, Texas 78284-7884
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I, Douglas Yee, M.D., hercby grant permission to post portions of the digital copy of the audio-
taped interview of me, and the related written transcript, on the internet for non-commercial,
educational use only as per the checked selection below.

Please check one:

a. - No restrictions for Internet Posting.
' ' NCTE: Users citing this interview for.purposes of pubhcatlon are
obliged under the terms of the Chemical Heritage Foundation
Oral History Program to obtain permission from Chemical
Hentage Foundation, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

b. / | / Semi-restricted Internet Postings (My review of the material
- intended to post is required.) -

c. Restricted access. (Do not post.)
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Thisinterview has been designated as Semi-Restricted Access.
One may view the oral history with the permission of CHF.

However, the permission of the interviewee is required to quote from, cite, or reproduce
the oral history.

Please contact CHF to request permission.
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Chemical Heritage Foundation
Oral History Program
315 Chestaut Street H]
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106

The Chemical Heritage Foundation (CHF) serves the community of the chemical and molecular
sciences, and the wider public, by treasuring the past, educating the present, and inspiring the
future. CHF maintains a world-class collection of materials that document the history and
heritage of the chemical and molecular sciences, technologies, and industries, encourages
research in CHF collections; and carries out a program of outreach and interpretation in order to
advance an understanding of the role of the chemical and molecular sciences, technologies, and
industries in shaping society.
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ABSTRACT

Douglas Y ee was born in Detroit, Michigan to parents who had fled Chinajust before
World War 1I. Hisfather was an engineer and his mother aradiologist. His mother comes from
alarge family, all of whom left China and settled either in Hong Kong or in the United States;
they remain close, getting together often for family events and holidays. Y ee has one sibling, an
older sister who took a PhD in socia work at the University of Chicago.

Y ee attended a boarding school for high school; he did not evince an early passion for
science, but he did like the puzzle of chemistry, especialy organic chemistry, when hewasin
college at the University of Michigan. He ended up majoring in zoology and anthropol ogy.
During the summers he worked in Joan Bull’ s lab at the National Institutes of Health, where he
became interested in cancer and human genetics. He entered medical school at the University of
Chicago; there he studied Epstein-Barr virusin Elliott Kieff’s lab and realized that he wanted to
concentrate on lab research rather than clinical practice. He married Janet Smith, with whom he
now has two children. Hisinternship and residency followed at North Carolina Memorial
Hospital in Chapel Hill, North Caroling; his specialty was internal medicine, his subspeciaty
oncology. After hisresidency he accepted a staff fellow position at the National Cancer
Institute. He began his research on the role of insulin-like growth factors (IGF) in Marc E.
Lippman’'slab. From there he went to an instructorship at Georgetown University Medical
Center; then to an assistant professorship at University of Texas Health Science Center in San
Antonio. Heisnow an associate professor there; he continues his work on IGF, publishing
many articles and winning a number of grants and awards.
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INTERVIEWER:

Andrea R. Maestrejuan, Interviewer, UCLA Ord History Program; B.A., History,
University of California, Irvine, 1988; B.S., Biologica Sciences, University of California,
Irvine, 1988; C. Phil., History, University of California, Riverside.

TIME AND SETTING OF INTERVIEW:
Place: Yee'soffice, University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio.

Dates, length of sessions: August 23, 1995 (171 minutes); August 24, 1995 (126); August 25,
1995 (78).

Total number of recorded hours; 6.25
Per sons present during interview: Yee and Maestrejuan
CONDUCT OF INTERVIEW:

Thisinterview isonein a series with Pew scholars in the biomedical sciences conducted by
the UCLA Ora History Program in conjunction with the Pew Charitable Trusts's Pew Scholars
in the Biomedical Sciences Ora History and Archives Project. The Project has been designed to
document the backgrounds, education, and research of biomedical scientists awarded four-year
Pew scholarships, from 1988 through 1992. In preparing for thisinterview, Maestrejuan, in
consultation with the director of the UCLA Ora History Program and three UCLA faculty
Project consultants, devel oped atopic outline to provide an overall interview framework.
Maestrejuan then held atelephone pre interview conversation with Y ee to obtain extensive
written background information (curriculum vitae, copies of published articles, etc.) and agree
on aresearch and interviewing timetable. Maestrejuan further reviewed the documentation in
Yee'sfile at the Pew Scholars Program office in San Francisco, including his proposa
application, letters of recommendation, and reviews by Pew Scholars Program national advisory
committee members. For general background on the recent history of the biological sciences,
Maestrejuan consulted such works as: J.D. Watson et a., The Molecular Biology of the Gene.
4th ed. 2 vols. Menlo Park, CA: Benjamin/Cummings, 1987; Lubert Stryer, Biochemistry. 3d ed.
New York: W.H. Freeman, 1988; The Journal of the History of Biology; H.F. Judson, The
Eighth Day of Creation: Makers of the Revolution in Biology. New Y ork: Simon and Schuster,
1979; and recent issues of Science, Nature, and Cell. Theinterview is organized
chronologically, beginning with Y ee's childhood in Detroit and continuing through his
education at University of Michigan and University of Chicago, hisinternship and residency at
North CarolinaMemorial Hospital, and the establishment of hislaboratory at the University of
Texas Health Science Center in San Antonio. Magjor topics discussed include the role of IGF-1
in Epstein-Barr virus, the potential for gene therapy, science funding, and the place of M.D.'sin



basi ¢ science research.
ORIGINAL EDITING:

Kristian London, editor, edited the interview. He checked the verbatim transcript of the
interview against the original tape recordings, edited for punctuation, paragraphing, and
spelling, and verified proper names. Words and phrases inserted by the editor have been
bracketed.

Y ee reviewed the transcript. He verified proper names and made minor corrections.

Steven J. Novak, senior editor, prepared the table of contents and index. London compiled
the biographical summary and interview history.
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