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ABSTRACT

Judy Lieberman, the second of three daughters, was born in Boston, Massachusetts, but
grew up in a New Jersey suburb of New York City. Her father worked for Maidenform
Incorporated, and her mother was an elementary school teacher. The three girls had an intensely
cultural and educational childhood and family life; they were expected to excel at school and to
study science or mathematics or music or art in their spare time. Judy attended summer
programs in science at Columbia University and physics at Cornell University. She loved to
paint — she still paints — and also attended an art camp at Cornell University one summer. The
family celebrated the Jewish holy days with family but were otherwise atheists. Until about
tenth grade Judy wanted to be a labor historian, but an excellent biology teacher and the Cornell
physics program turned her to science.

Although she loved biology in high school, she thought perhaps physics would be more
challenging and elegant, so Judy entered Harvard University intending to be a theoretical
physicist. She found it an intellectually stimulating discipline, but a solitary one, and she was
not sure she had made the right choice. Nevertheless, she decided to pursue a PhD in physics at
Rockefeller University, where she studied with Bram Pais. During her second year as a
graduate student she married Edward Greer, who had been her betrothed since her last year in
college. She then spent three years at the Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton University;
from there she moved to Chicago to a job at the Fermilab National Accelerator Laboratory in
nearby Batavia, Illinois.

Judy was not happy as a physicist and decided to become a doctor. She obtained her
MD from a special joint program in Harvard University and Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, during which time she bore her first son. She did her internship at the New
England School of Medicine and her residency at Tufts University School of Medicine and then
accepted a postdoctoral position at Massachusetts Institute of Technology Center for Cancer
Research. It was during her residency that she bore her second son. After the postdoc she
moved to hematology/oncology at Tufts University School of Medicine, where she held several
positions until she moved back to Harvard’s Center for Blood Research. Because it is difficult
to do both science research and clinical practice well Judy has decided to devote her skills to
science, specifically immunology, where she believes she can make a greater difference to more
people. There she continues to seek an immunotherapy for AIDS as well as for other diseases.
Although she says that finding the immunotherapy for AIDS has turned out to be much more
difficult than she had originally thought, she does believe that there will be good therapy, if
perhaps not a cure.

In this oral history Judy discusses, in addition to her work, women in science;
ethics; lab management; raising children; translational research; funding.
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Andrea R. Maestrejuan, Interviewer, UCLA Oral History Program; B.A., History,
University of California, Irvine, 1988; B.S., Biological Sciences, University of California,
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TIME AND SETTING OF INTERVIEW:

Place: Lieberman's office, Center for Blood Research, Boston.

Dates, length of sessions: January 29, 1997 (73 minutes); January 31, 1997 (187).
Total number of recorded hours: 4.35

Persons present during interview: Lieberman and Maestrejuan.

CONDUCT OF INTERVIEW:

This interview is one in a series with Pew scholars in the biomedical sciences conducted
by the UCLA Oral History Program in conjunction with the Pew Charitable Trusts’s Pew
Scholars in the Biomedical Sciences Oral History and Archives Project. The Project has been
designed to document the backgrounds, education, and research of biomedical scientists
awarded four-year Pew scholarships, from 1988 through 1992.

To provide an overall framework for Project interviews, the director of the UCLA Oral
History Program and three UCLA faculty project consultants developed a topic outline. In
preparing for this interview, Maestrejuan held a telephone pre interview conversation with
Lieberman to obtain written background information (curriculum vitae, copies of published
articles, etc.) and to agree on an interviewing schedule. She also reviewed prior Pew scholars'
interviews and the documentation in Lieberman' s file at the Pew Scholars Program office in San
Francisco, including her proposal application, letters of recommendation, and reviews by Pew
Scholars Program national advisory committee members.

For general background on the recent history of the biological sciences, Maestrejuan
consulted J.D. Watson et al., Molecular Biology of the Gene. 4th ed. Menlo Park, CA:
Benjamin/Cummings, 1987, and Bruce Alberts et al., Molecular Biology of the Cell. 3rd ed.
New York: Garland.

The interview is organized chronologically, beginning with Lieberman's childhood and
early interest in science and mathematics and continuing through her first career in theoretical
physics, her medical training at the Harvard University-Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Health Sciences and Technology Program, and the establishment of her lab at the Tufts-New
England Medical Center. Major topics discussed include women in the sciences, the system of
medical education, the competitive atmosphere in the biological sciences, and strategies for
developing immunotherapy for AIDS.
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