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ABSTRACT

David Ron was born in Ein Carmel, a kibbutz near Haifa, Israel. The kibbutz provided
room and board for the family while Ron’s parents were studying at the Technion-Israel
Institute of Technology, his mother chemistry and his father physics. While Ron was still a
young child, his parents joined the faculty at the Technion, and the family moved to Haifa,
where David mostly grew up. When he was about six his parents took postdocs, and the family,
now including David and two sisters, moved to Princeton University. After two years there they
spent a year at University of California, San Diego, and then went back to the Technion. When
David was in junior high school the family again spent a year in the United States, this time at
the University of California, Los Angeles. David chose the mathematics-chemistry-physics
track in high school, the most difficult. School was intended to be “a grind”; learning was not
an end in itself, simply a means. Family dinner discussions centered on politics; David says
there was not much “fun stuff” in his household. He liked to read, especially history; he was not
much interested in sports. The family was strongly atheistic, despite the extreme Orthodoxy and
Zionism that brought many of his ancestors to Israel from mostly Eastern Europe, so David was
not even Bar Mitzvah.

After finishing high school at seventeen, David entered medical school. He had to make
an arrangement with the army to do his compulsory service after college; this meant promising
summer boot camps and five years of service after graduation. He spent part of his third
summer working in Avraham Hershko’s lab, where he learned about protein degradation. The
experience discouraged him from bench science; and he spent the following summers at
Hammersmith Hospital in London, where he did rotations in endocrinology, neurology, and
hematology. He returned to the Technion for a year, after which he went into the army for five
years. He was a medic assigned to the Golan Heights during a war with Lebanon; soldiers there
suffered crash injuries, and Ron published a paper on forced bicarbonate infusion as a treatment
for renal failure. He then did his residency in internal medicine at Mount Sinai Medical Center
in New York City and decided he wanted to do bench science as well. He chose endocrinology
because it afforded him more time for the bench. He accepted a fellowship at Massachusetts
General Hospital, working in Joel Habener’s lab. There Ron became interested in possible
genetic regulation of responses to stresses on the endoplasmic reticulum. He has discovered that
CHOP (CIEBP homologous protein), which can be a marker of endoplasmic reticulum stresses,
is induced in some disease states, like Crohn’s disease. He is trying to discover where that
information leads him.

Ron accepted an assistant professorship at the Skirball Institute for Biomolecular
Medicine at New York University, where he continues his research into CHOP and the
IRE-1beta gene. He has won a number of awards, including the Pew Scholars in the Biomedical
Sciences award and an award from the Leukemia Society of America. He and his wife, who is
also a scientist and who works at the Population Center, have found a way to balance their
professional lives with their life at home with their son.
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Andrea R. Maestrejuan, Interviewer, UCLA Oral History Program; B.S., Biological
Sciences , University of California, Irvine, 1986; B.A., History, University of California, Irvine,
1986; M.A., History, University of California, Riverside, 1991; C.Phil., History, University of
California, Riverside.

TIME AND SETTING OF INTERVIEW:
Place: Ron’s office, New York University Medical Center.

Dates, length of sessions: December 7, 1998 (113 minutes); December 8, 1998 (106);
December 9, 1998 (108).

Total number of recorded hours: 5.45
Persons present during interview: Ron and Maestrejuan.
CONDUCT OF INTERVIEW:

This interview is one in a series with Pew Scholars in the Biomedical Sciences
conducted by the UCLA Oral History Program in conjunction with the Pew Charitable Trusts's
Pew Scholars in the Biomedical Sciences Oral History and Archives Project. The project has
been designed to document the backgrounds, education, and research of biomedical scientists
awarded four-year Pew scholarships since 1988.

To provide an overall framework for project interviews, the director of the UCLA Oral
History Program and three UCLA faculty project consultants developed a topic outline. In
preparing for this interview, Maestrejuan held a telephone preinterview conversation with Ron
to obtain written background information (curriculum vitae, copies of published articles, etc.)
and agree on an interviewing schedule. She also reviewed prior Pew scholars' interviews and the
documentation in his file at the Pew Scholars Program office in San Francisco, including his
proposal application, letters of recommendation, and reviews by Pew Scholars Program national
advisory committee members. For technical background, Maestrejuan consulted J.D. Watson et
al., Molecular Biology of the Gene. 4th ed. Menlo Park, CA: Benjamin/Cummings, 1987 and
Bruce Alberts et al., Molecular Biology of the Cell. 3rd ed. New York: Garland, 1994.

The interview is organized chronologically, beginning with Ron's childhood in Haifa,
Israel, and continuing through his undergraduate and graduate work at the Technion-Israel
Institute of Technology, his residencies at Mount Sinai Hospital and Massachusetts General
Hospital, and the establishment of his own lab at New York University Medical Center. Major
topics discussed include growing up in Israel; Ron's research on the endoplasmic reticulum,
CHORP, and the IRE-1 beta gene; and his strengths and weaknesses as a scientist.
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