
 

 
 

CHEMICAL HERITAGE FOUNDATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAVID RON 

 

 

 

The Pew Scholars Program in the Biomedical Sciences 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transcript of an Interview 

Conducted by 

 

Andrea R. Maestrejuan 

 

at 

 

New York University Medical Center 

New York, New York 

 

on 

 

7, 8 and 9 December 1998 

 

From the Original Collection of the University of California, Los Angeles 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

This oral history is part of a series supported by a grant from the Pew Charitable Trusts based on 

the Pew Scholars Program in the Biomedical Sciences.  This collection is an important resource 

for the history of biomedicine, recording the life and careers of young, distinguished biomedical 

scientists and of Pew Biomedical Scholar Advisory Committee members. 

 

 

This oral history was completed under the auspices of the Oral History Project, 

University of California, Los Angeles (Copyright © 2000, The Regents of the 

University of California) and is made possible through the generosity of 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

From the original collection at the Center for 

Oral History Research, UCLA Library, UCLA. 

 

The following oral history, originally processed at the UCLA Center for Oral History 

Research, has been reformatted by the Chemical Heritage Foundation.  The process involved 

reformatting the front matter, adding a new abstract, replacing the table of contents, and 

replacing the index.  The paragraph spacing and font of the body of the transcript were altered to 

conform to the standards of the Oral History Program at the Chemical Heritage Foundation.  

The text of the oral history remains unaltered; any inadvertent spelling or factual errors in the 

original manuscript have not been modified.  The reformatted version and digital copies of the 

interview recordings are housed at the Othmer Library, Chemical Heritage Foundation.  The 

original version and research materials remain at the Darling Library, University of California, 

Los Angeles and at the Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley. 

 
 

REFORMATTING: 

 

Kim Phan, Program Intern, Oral History, Chemical Heritage Foundation.  B.A. expected 

2011, Anthropology, Cornell University. 

 

David J. Caruso, Program Manager, Oral History, Chemical Heritage Foundation.  B.A., 

History of Science, Medicine, and Technology, Johns Hopkins University; PhD., Science and 

Technology Studies, Cornell University. 









 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This interview has been designated as Free Access. 

 

One may view, quote from, cite, or reproduce the oral history with the permission of CHF. 

 

 

 

Please note: Users citing this interview for purposes of publication are obliged under the terms 

of the Chemical Heritage Foundation Oral History Program to credit CHF using the format 

below: 

 

 

David Ron, interview by Andrea R. Maestrejuan at the New York University Medical 

Center, New York City, New York, 7-9 December 1998 (Philadelphia: Chemical 

Heritage Foundation, Oral History Transcript # 0630). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chemical Heritage Foundation 
Oral History Program 
315 Chestnut Street 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  19106 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Chemical Heritage Foundation (CHF) serves the community of the chemical and molecular 

sciences, and the wider public, by treasuring the past, educating the present, and inspiring the 

future. CHF maintains a world-class collection of materials that document the history and 

heritage of the chemical and molecular sciences, technologies, and industries; encourages 

research in CHF collections; and carries out a program of outreach and interpretation in order to 

advance an understanding of the role of the chemical and molecular sciences, technologies, and 

industries in shaping society. 



 

 
 

DAVID RON 

 

 

 

1955 Born in Ein-Carmel, Israel on 29 September 

 

 

Education 

 

  M.D., Technion-Israel Institute of Technology 

 

 

Professional Experience 

 

    Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston, Massachusetts 

1987-1991   Endocrine Fellow, Department of Medicine 

 

   Howard Hughes Medical Institute    

1988-1992   Research Associate 

 

Mount Sinai Medical Center, New York City, New York     

1984-1987   Residency, Internal Medicine 

 

   New York University Medical Center    

1992-1996   Assistant Professor, Department of Medicine and Department of 

Cell Biology 

   1996-present   Associate Professor  

 

 

Honors 

 

1993-1997  Pew Scholar in the Biomedical Sciences  

1996  Stephen Birnbaum Scholar of the Leukemia Society of America  

1998  American Society of Clinical Investigation Membership  

 

 

Selected Publications 

 

Ron, D. et al., 1990. An inducible 50-kilodalton NFB-like protein and a constitutive protein both 

bind the acute-phase response element of the angiotensinogen gene. Molecular Cellular 

Biology 10:1023-32. 

Ron, D. et al., 1990. The permissive role of glucocorticoids on IL-1 stimulation of 

angiotensinogen gene transcription is mediated by an interaction between inducible 

enhancers. Molecular Cellular Biology 10:4389-95. 

Ron, D. et al., 1991. Angiotensinogen gene inducible enhancer binding protein 1 (AGIE-BP1), a 



 

 
 

member of a new family of large nuclear proteins that recognize nuclear factor kappa-B 

binding sites througha zinc fingermotif . Molecular Cellular Biology 11:2887-95. 

Ron, D. and J.F. Habener, 1992. CHOP, a novel developmentally regulated nuclear protein that 

dimerizes with transcription factors C/EBP and LAP and functions as a dominant 

negative inhibitor of gene transcription. Genes and Development 6:439-53. 

Crozat, A. Y. et al. , 1993. Fusion of CHOP to novel RNA-binding protein in human myxoid 

liposarcoma with t (12;16) (q13 ; pll ) . Nature 363:640-44. 

Zinszner, H. et al, 1994. A novel effector domain from the RNA-binding proteins TLS or EWS 

is required for oncogenic transformation by CHOP. Genes and Development 8:2513-26. 

Wang, X. Z . et al. , 1996. Signals from the stressed endoplasmic reticulum induce C/EBP 

homologous protein (CHOP/GADD153) . Molecular Cellular Biology 16:4273-80. 

Wang, X.Z. and D. Ron, 1996. Stress-induced phosphorylation and activation of the 

transcription factor CHOP (GADD153) by p38 MAP-kinase. Science 272:1347-49. 

Zinszner, H. et al., 1998. CHOP is implicated in programmed cell death in response to impaired  

function of the endoplasmic reticulum. Genes and Development 12: 982-95. 

Wang, X. Z . et al . , 1998. Identification of novel stress-induced genes downstream of CHOP. 

European Molecular Biology Organization Journal 17:3619-30. 



 

 
 

ABSTRACT 

 

 David Ron was born in Ein Carmel, a kibbutz near Haifa, Israel.  The kibbutz provided 

room and board for the family while Ron’s parents were studying at the Technion-Israel 

Institute of Technology, his mother chemistry and his father physics.  While Ron was still a 

young child, his parents joined the faculty at the Technion, and the family moved to Haifa, 

where David mostly grew up.  When he was about six his parents took postdocs, and the family, 

now including David and two sisters, moved to Princeton University.  After two years there they 

spent a year at University of California, San Diego, and then went back to the Technion.  When 

David was in junior high school the family again spent a year in the United States, this time at 

the University of California, Los Angeles.  David chose the mathematics-chemistry-physics 

track in high school, the most difficult.  School was intended to be “a grind”; learning was not 

an end in itself, simply a means.  Family dinner discussions centered on politics; David says 

there was not much “fun stuff” in his household.  He liked to read, especially history; he was not 

much interested in sports.  The family was strongly atheistic, despite the extreme Orthodoxy and 

Zionism that brought many of his ancestors to Israel from mostly Eastern Europe, so David was 

not even Bar Mitzvah. 

After finishing high school at seventeen, David entered medical school.  He had to make 

an arrangement with the army to do his compulsory service after college; this meant promising 

summer boot camps and five years of service after graduation.  He spent part of his third 

summer working in Avraham Hershko’s lab, where he learned about protein degradation.  The 

experience discouraged him from bench science; and he spent the following summers at 

Hammersmith Hospital in London, where he did rotations in endocrinology, neurology, and 

hematology.  He returned to the Technion for a year, after which he went into the army for five 

years.  He was a medic assigned to the Golan Heights during a war with Lebanon; soldiers there 

suffered crash injuries, and Ron published a paper on forced bicarbonate infusion as a treatment 

for renal failure.  He then did his residency in internal medicine at Mount Sinai Medical Center 

in New York City and decided he wanted to do bench science as well.  He chose endocrinology 

because it afforded him more time for the bench.  He accepted a fellowship at Massachusetts 

General Hospital, working in Joel Habener’s lab.  There Ron became interested in possible 

genetic regulation of responses to stresses on the endoplasmic reticulum.  He has discovered that 

CHOP (CIEBP homologous protein), which can be a marker of endoplasmic reticulum stresses, 

is induced in some disease states, like Crohn’s disease.  He is trying to discover where that 

information leads him. 

 Ron accepted an assistant professorship at the Skirball Institute for Biomolecular 

Medicine at New York University, where he continues his research into CHOP and the  

IRE-1beta gene.  He has won a number of awards, including the Pew Scholars in the Biomedical 

Sciences award and an award from the Leukemia Society of America.  He and his wife, who is 

also a scientist and who works at the Population Center, have found a way to balance their 

professional lives with their life at home with their son. 
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1986; M.A., History, University of California, Riverside, 1991; C.Phil., History, University of 
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Place: Ron’s office, New York University Medical Center. 

 

Dates, length of sessions: December 7, 1998 (113 minutes); December 8, 1998 (106); 
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CONDUCT OF INTERVIEW: 

 

This interview is one in a series with Pew Scholars in the Biomedical Sciences 

conducted by the UCLA Oral History Program in conjunction with the Pew Charitable Trusts's 

Pew Scholars in the Biomedical Sciences Oral History and Archives Project. The project has 

been designed to document the backgrounds, education, and research of biomedical scientists 

awarded four-year Pew scholarships since 1988. 

To provide an overall framework for project interviews, the director of the UCLA Oral 

History Program and three UCLA faculty project consultants developed a topic outline. In 

preparing for this interview, Maestrejuan held a telephone preinterview conversation with Ron 

to obtain written background information (curriculum vitae, copies of published articles, etc.) 

and agree on an interviewing schedule. She also reviewed prior Pew scholars' interviews and the 

documentation in his file at the Pew Scholars Program office in San Francisco, including his 

proposal application, letters of recommendation, and reviews by Pew Scholars Program national 

advisory committee members. For technical background, Maestrejuan consulted J.D. Watson et 

al., Molecular Biology of the Gene. 4th ed. Menlo Park, CA: Benjamin/Cummings, 1987 and 

Bruce Alberts et al., Molecular Biology of the Cell. 3rd ed. New York: Garland, 1994. 

The interview is organized chronologically, beginning with Ron's childhood in Haifa, 

Israel, and continuing through his undergraduate and graduate work at the Technion-Israel 

Institute of Technology, his residencies at Mount Sinai Hospital and Massachusetts General 

Hospital, and the establishment of his own lab at New York University Medical Center. Major 

topics discussed include growing up in Israel; Ron's research on the endoplasmic reticulum, 

CHOP, and the IRE-1 beta gene; and his strengths and weaknesses as a scientist. 
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