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This interview Agreement is made and entered into this
2™ day of MAS , 1993 by and between THE REGENTS
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, a California corporation, on
behalf of the Oral History Program alt the UCLA campus,
hereinafter called "University," and PETER $. KIM, having an
address at 48 Baskin Road, Lexington, Massachusetts 02173,

hereinafter called "Interviewee.'

Interviewee agrees to participate in & series of University-
conducted tape-recorded interviews, commencing on or about May
23, 1995, and tentatively entitled "Interview with Peter 8. Kim".
This Agreement relates to any and all matexvials originating from
the interviews, namely the tape recordings of the interviews and
a written manuscript prepared from the tapes, hereinafter
collectively called "the Work."

In consideration of the mutual covenants, conditions, and
terms set forth below, the parties heretc hereby agree as
follows:

1. Interviewee irrevocably assigns to University all his
copyright, title and interest in and tce the Work. this

assignment zelates only to the Work, and is not to be
construed as an agsignment of any derivative works as
defined in 17 U.S5.C. Section 10L. This assignment
applies to University, its successors, and assigns, for
and during the existence of the copyright and all
ranewals and axitensions thersof.

2. By virtue of this assignment, University will have the
right to use the Work for any research, educational, or
other purpose that University may deem appropriate.

3. University agrees to forward to Interviewee for written
approval any regquests recelived by University from any
party for permission to quote from the Work, for the
period of the Interviewee's lifetime. After that time,
University shall have the scle right to grant or refuse
such reguests.

4. The Work may contain recollections of certain events in
interviewee's life which Interviewee may wish to
include in any published bilcgraphy or autobiography of
hig life. The assignment of copyright in the Work as
provided for in Article 1. above, shall not in any way
affect Interviewee's ability to copyright a published
biography even though the Work and said bilography may
contain gimilar or identical information. Furthermore,
any monies that may be earned from the sale of
Interviewse's published biography shall remain the sole
property of Interviewee.
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Should Interviewee wish to guote f£rom the Work in any
published biography of his life, University hereby
grants to Interviewee the right to do so without having
to obtain prior approval from University. This grant
shall commence on the date {first written above and is
wniransierable.

Interviewee agrees to hold hammless and indemnify the
University against any claim, demand, suit, action,
proceeding, recovery or expense of any nature
whatsoever arising from any claim of infringement of
copyrighits or proprietary rights or claims of libel,
obscenity, unlawfulness or invasion of privacy based
upon or resuiting from the publication of any
guotations from the Work made pursuant tc Articles 4.
and 5. of this Agreement.

University agrees to hold harmless and indemnify
interviewee against any claim, demand, suit, action,
procecding, recovery or expense ol any nature
whatasoever arising from any claim of infringement of
copyrightse or proprietary wights or claims of libel,
ochscenity, unlawfulness of invasion of privacy based
upon or resulting from the publication of any
guotations from the Work made pursuant TO Articles 4.
and 5. of this Agreement, »rovided such claim, demands,
suit, action, proceedings, recovery or expense was due
to the acts of omissions of University, its agents,
employvees or students in the performance of this
Agreement.

To insure against substantive error or misguotation,
Interviewee will have the right to review the

manuscript before it is put into final form.
University therefore will send Interviewee a copy of

+the edited transaript for review and comment.
interviewee will return transcript and comments to
University within 30 days of receipt of the transcript.
in the event that Interviewee does not respond within
20 days, University will assume that Interviewee has
given full approval of the transcript.

s}

Interviewee acknowledges that he will receive no
raemuneration or compensaticon for his participation in
the interviews or for the rights assigned hereunder.

Iinterviewee will receive from University, free of
charge, one bound copy of the typewritten manuscript of
the interviews.
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I, Peter S. Kim, Ph.D., hereby grant permission to post portions of the digital copy of the audio-
taped interview of me, and the related written transcript, on the internet for non-commercial,
educational use only as per {he checked selection below.

Please check one:

a. No restrictions for Internet Posting.
NOTE: Users citing this interview for purposes of publication are
~.obliged under the terms of the Chemical Heritage Foundation
Oral History Program to obtain permission from Chemical
Heritage Foundation, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Vs

b. />/\ Semi-restricted Internet Postings (My review of the material
intended to post is required.)

c. Restricted access. (Do not post.)

is constitutes my entire and complete understanding,

Peter S. Kim, Ph.DD.
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Date” ' .




Thisinterview has been designated as Semi-Restricted Access.
One may view the oral history with the permission of CHF.

However, the permission of the interviewee is required to quote from, cite, or reproduce
the oral history.

Please contact CHF to request permission.

N

Chemical Heritage Foundation
Oral History Program
315 Chestaut Street H]
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106

The Chemical Heritage Foundation (CHF) serves the community of the chemical and molecular
sciences, and the wider public, by treasuring the past, educating the present, and inspiring the
future. CHF maintains a world-class collection of materials that document the history and
heritage of the chemical and molecular sciences, technologies, and industries, encourages
research in CHF collections; and carries out a program of outreach and interpretation in order to
advance an understanding of the role of the chemical and molecular sciences, technologies, and
industries in shaping society.
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ABSTRACT

Peter S. Kim was born in Atlanta, Georgia, to parents who had emigrated from Korea after
the Korean War and were studying at Georgia Institute of Technology. His father was a
chemical engineer, his mother a biochemist. He had a sister who was several years younger.
While he was still a child, his family moved to Amherst, Massachusetts, where his father was a
professor at the University of Massachusetts; from there they moved to Brooklyn, where Peter
attended school for a few years; then they moved to Ridgewood, New Jersey, so that his father
could work in New York City. Peter’s mother became a high school science teacher. For a
while Peter and his family attended a Korean church, but then they switched to an American
Presbyterian church; here Peter discovered a love of music and began to sing. He entered
Cornell University, where his chemical engineering major lasted just one semester before he
switched to chemistry. He met his wife-to-be when he was a freshman. From Cornell Peter was
accepted into the Medical Scientist Training Program (MSTP) at Stanford University to complete
a joint MD/PhD degree. After two years of medical school Peter decided he wanted to do only
research so he dropped the M.D. In Robert “Buzz” Baldwin’s lab Peter worked on nuclear
magnetic resonance to develop pulse-labeling in protein folding. Another interest he developed
was in catalytic antibodies. Having decided not to finish medical school, Peter knew he had to
obtain a postdoctoral position. He won the third Whitehead [Institute for Biomedical Research]
fellowship granted. In his lab at the Whitehead he developed a peptide model of a protein-
folding intermediate and worked on Leucine zippers and coiled coils with his postdocs and
assistants. At the Whitehead Institute for Biomedical Research he was promoted first to assistant
and then to associate member; Peter also became first an assistant and then associate professor at
Massachusetts Institute of Technology and an associate investigator at the Howard Hughes; he
remains in all three positions today.
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INTERVIEWER:

Steven J. Novak, Senior Editor, UCLA Ora History Program. B.A., History, University
of Colorado; Ph.D., History, University of California, Berkeley; M.B.A., UCLA Graduate
School of Management.

TIME AND SETTING OF INTERVIEW:
Place: Kim's office, Whitehead Institute for Biomedical Research, Cambridge, M assachusetts.

Dates, length of sessions: May 23, 1995 (137 minutes); May 24, 1995 (113); May 26, 1995
(108).

Total number of recorded hours: 6
Per sons present during interview: Kim and Novak.
CONDUCT OF INTERVIEW:

Thisinterview isonein a series with Pew scholars in the biomedical sciences conducted by
the UCLA Ora History Program in conjunction with the Pew Charitable Trusts's Pew Scholars
in the Biomedical Sciences Ora History and Archives Project. The Project has been designed to
document the backgrounds, education, and research of biomedical scientists awarded four-year
Pew scholarships since 1988. To provide an overall framework for Project interviews, the
director of the UCLA Oral History Program and three UCLA faculty consultants developed a
topic outline. In preparing for thisinterview, Novak held a preinterview telephone conversation
with Kim to obtain written background information (curriculum vitae, copies of published
articles, etc.) and to agree on an interviewing schedule. He also reviewed prior Pew scholars
interviews and the documentation in Kim's file at the Pew Scholars Program officein San
Francisco, including his proposal application, letters of recommendation, and reviews by Pew
Scholars Program national advisory committee members. For technical background, Novak
consulted J.D. Watson et a., Molecular Biology of the Gene. 4th ed. Menlo Park, CA:
Benjamin/Cummings, 1987 and Bruce Alberts et a., Molecular Biology of the Cell. 3d ed. New
York: Garland, 1994.

Theinterview is organized chronologically, beginning with Kim's childhood and continuing
through his education at Cornell University, his graduate studies at Stanford University, and the
establishment of hislab at the Whitehead Institute for Biomedical Research. Mgjor topics
discussed include protein folding, catalytic antibodies, the therapeutic potentia of peptides,
Kim'slab's funding, his mentors, and the need for scientists to communicate with laypeople.



ORIGINAL EDITING:

Kristian London, editor, edited the interview. He checked the verbatim transcript of the
interview against the original tape recordings, edited for punctuation, paragraphing, and
spelling, and verified proper names. Words and phrases inserted by the editor have been
bracketed.

Kim reviewed the transcript. He verified proper names and made minor corrections and
additions.

London prepared the table of contents, biographical summary, and interview history.
Gregory M. Beyrer, editorial assistant, compiled the index.
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