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ABSTRACT 

 

 

 Joseph Craft was born in Wilson County, North Carolina, one of three children. His father 

was a farmer, his mother a housewife. He did not leave the farm area except for school, a mile 

away, until he went the nine miles to University of North Carolina (UNC) in Chapel Hill. Neither 

parent was college-educated, but all three children attended college. Craft’s siblings became 

teachers; Craft did very well in school so was expected to become a doctor. He liked chemistry, 

liking the way organic chemistry was put together. Accepted at both Duke University and the 

University of North Carolina, he chose UNC for medical school, where he liked the way his 

professors communicated and decided he wanted to be an academic clinician. 

 Wanting further training, Craft accepted a position as house officer in internal medicine at 

Yale University. For him Yale represented a transition between farm and city, the South and the 

North. He found his teachers interesting but thought they did not add to the body of knowledge, as 

he wanted to do. During his three busy years of residency he considered switching to research. 

After a further year in general medicine he accepted a postdoc in rheumatology at Yale. He chose 

rheumatology because its diseases were not well-defined and had few specific remedies. While 

doing his postdoc he did his clinical work in his spare time. He began by studying Lyme disease, 

but its cause and cure already known so he switched to autoimmunity in general.  

 Craft discusses his early publications, feeling they were solid but not innovative; he explains 

how the Pew grant helped him make the transition from clinic to lab; he talks about his 

collaborations with John Hardin and Tsuneyo Mimori. He details his funding, in particular his first 

National Institutes of Health grant. He talks about competition, tenure, a typical day at the lab, and 

his administrative duties.  

 Craft concludes his interview with reflections on the interaction between his clinical 

practice and his science work. He feels that autoimmune diseases are better categorized and defined 

now, and he hopes to continue his current work but to do an even better job. He believes that there 

is a good possibility cause and cure will be discovered accidentally someday. 
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