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Engineers
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Award
2000 PricewaterhouseCoopers Leadership Award for Lifetime Achievement,
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ABSTRACT

This oral history with Gordon T. Moore and Jay T. Last focuses on the years 1956 and
1957, during which time Moore and Last worked at Shockley Semiconductor Laboratory and
Fairchild Semiconductor was founded. This transcript is about the life of ideas and the people
who brought those ideas to fruition; Moore and Last reflect on their experiences during these
years while flipping through an old notebook that documented various aspects of the meetings
they had over an eighteen month period. In order to fully understand this oral history, the reader
must consult the Supplement to Gordon E. Moore and Jay T. Last Oral History, oral history
number 0327S, which is also part of the Chemical Heritage Foundation’s collection

INTERVIEWERS

David C. Brock is a senior research fellow with the Center for Contemporary History
and Policy of the Chemical Heritage Foundation. As an historian of science and technology, he
specializes in oral history, the history of instrumentation, and the history of semiconductor
science, technology, and industry. Brock has studied the philosophy, sociology, and history of
science at Brown University, the University of Edinburgh, and Princeton University
(respectively and chronologically). His most recent publication is Understanding Moore’s Law:
Four Decades of Innovation (Philadelphia: Chemical Heritage Press), 2006, which he edited and
to which he contributed.

Christophe Lécuyer is research historian at the Chemical Heritage Foundation. He
holds a Ph.D. in history from Stanford University. He has published extensively on
manufacturing districts, university-industry relations, and the history of electronics and
scientific instrumentation. He was a fellow of the Dibner Institute for the History of Science and
Technology and taught at MIT, Stanford University, and the University of Virginia.










































































































































































































































































