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This research interview is designated Free Access.

Please note: This interview transcript is protected by U.S. copyright law and shall not be
reproduced or disseminated in any way without the express permission of the Science History
Institute. Users citing this interview for purposes of publication are obliged under the terms of
the Center for Oral History, Science History Institute, to credit the Science History Institute
using the format below:

Dennis Gillings, interview by Brian Dick in San Diego, California, 20 February
2014 (Philadelphia: Science History Institute, Research Interview Transcript #
0068).

Science
History
Institute

Chemistry « Engineering -« Life Sciences

The Science History Institute collects and shares the stories of innovators and of discoveries that
shape our lives. We preserve and interpret the history of chemistry, chemical engineering, and
the life sciences. Headquartered in Philadelphia, with offices in California and Europe, the
Institute houses an archive and a library for historians and researchers, a fellowship program for
visiting scholars from around the globe, a community of researchers who examine historical and
contemporary issues, and an acclaimed museum that is free and open to the public. For more
information visit sciencehistory.org.



INTERVIEWEE

Dennis Gillings was born in London, England near the end of World War II. His father
was a wholesale fish merchant who fought in the D-Day invasion, while his mother was a
homemaker and milliner. During his adolescence, Gillings attended the Coopers’ Company
School. He received his bachelor’s degree in mathematics from the University of Exeter and
then received his diploma in mathematical statistics from Cambridge University. Gillings
returned to the University of Exeter for his PhD, where his thesis was on mathematical models
in health services. In 1971, Gillings was hired by the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill to be an assistant professor in biostatistics. After a road trip across the African continent,
Gillings left England for the United States. At Chapel Hill, Gillings became the associate
director of the campus’s health services research center. He was approached by the
pharmaceutical company Hoechst-Roussel to help them introduce their anti-sulfonylurea to the
United States. This inspired Gillings to create a program at Chapel Hill in which graduate
students would be paid to assist him in his consulting work.

Gillings continued his consulting work alongside his professorship until 1988, when he
left Chapel Hill to form his own clinical research company, Quintiles. The company’s focus was
primarily on analysis and data management, eventually expanding across the United States and
then to Europe in 1993. Gillings took Quintiles public in 1994, after which Pamela Kirby
replaced Gillings as the CEO. After economic issues, though, Gillings returned as CEO and
privatized the company again. Quintiles continued to grow, seeing its revenue grow three times
and its profits five times when the company went public again in February 2013. Gillings’s
work and service to the pharmaceutical industry was honored in 2004 when he was appointed
Commander of the Order of the British Empire.

INTERVIEWER

Brian Dick received his PhD in sociology from the University of California, Davis.
Before coming to the Institute he was a research associate at the Life Sciences Foundation. His
research interests include the history of agricultural biotechnology, the emergence of the biotech
industry, and the Human Genome Project.

ABOUT THIS TRANSCRIPT

Staff of the Life Sciences Foundation conducted this interview, which became a part of
our collections upon the merger of the Chemical Heritage Foundation and the Life Sciences
Foundation into the Science History Institute in 2018. The Center for Oral History at the
Science History Institute edited and formatted this transcript to match our style guide, but, as
noted, Science History Institute staff members did not conduct the interview.

The Center for Oral History, Science History Institute, is committed both to preserving
the recording of each oral history interview in our collection and to enhancing research use of
the interviews by preparing carefully edited transcripts of those recordings. The preparation of
interview transcripts begins with the creation of a verbatim typescript of the recording and



proceeds through review and editing by staff of the Center; interviewees may also review the
typescript and can request additions, deletions, or that sections be sealed for specified periods of
time. The Center keeps track of all changes that staff, interviewers, and interviewees make to
the original typescript. Please contact us if you would like additional information about these
materials. We have established guidelines to help us maintain fidelity to the language and
meaning of each recorded interview while making minor editorial adjustments for clarity and
readability. The transcript also includes time stamps at five-minute intervals. We omit without
noting most instances of verbal crutches and all instances of nonlexical utterances. We also
make small grammatical corrections where necessary to communicate interview participants’
meaning. Finally, staff of the Center create the abstract, chronology, and table of contents. With
the availability of online full-text searching of our transcripts, the Center for Oral History opted
to discontinue the practice of preparing a back-of-the-book index for each oral history transcript
in 2020. The Science History Institute is committed to the responsible presentation of the
history of science by addressing evidence of inequality and oppression as well as the
subsequent silences in our collections. To that end, we recognize there may be language in
our oral history collection that is outdated, offensive, or harmful, such as, but not limited
to, the following: racist, sexist, Eurocentric, ableist, and/or homophobic language or
depictions.
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